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OVERLOOKED NAMES IN NEPOMORPHA, 
NEW SYNONYMY, AND A NEW NAME 
(HETEROPTERA: CORIXIDAE, NOTONECTIDAE) 


In the preparation of a catalog of the aquatic and semiaquatic Heteroptera of the 
world, I have found two species of Nepomorpha, Notonecta minutior Sulzer 1776 
and Notonecta marginata Muller 1776, that have escaped the notice of recent authors 
although Reuter (1888) dealt with both of them, and as late as 1933 Hungerford 
dealt with marginata. The synonymies are given below, and a necessary new name 
is provided for Notonecta minuta Hungerford 1926, a junior synonym of Notonecta 
minuta Gmelin 1790, the latter an emendation of Notonecta minutior Sulzer 1776. 

Notonecta minutior Sulzer 

Notonecta minutior Sulzer, 1776:91. 

Notonecta minutior, Goeze, 1778:169. 

Notonecta minuta Gallen, 1787:61 (list only; no author or description; nomen nu¬ 
dum). 

Notonecta minutior, Roemer, 1789:78. 

Notonecta minuta Gmelin, 1790:2119 (emendation). 

Sigara minutior, Schrank, 1801:60, 1079. 

Notonecta minuta, Turton, 1802:605. 

Corisa sp. Reuter, 1888:377. 

This was the species figured by Roesel as Corisa sp. (1755, vol. Ill, p. 159, tab. 
29, fig. d) according to Schrank (1801, who erroneously gave the page number as 
179). Jansson (1986) did not treat minutior in his exhaustive work on Palearctic 
Corixidae, however he was aware of the name and has now determined that it is 
most likely synonymous with Sigara nigrolineata nigrolineata (Fieber) (pers. comm.). 
Jansson and Polhemus have submitted a petition to the ICZN for the suppression 
of both Notonecta minutior Sulzer 1776 and Notonecta minuta Gmelin 1790 (for the 
purpose of priority but not homonymy) and placement of Corisa nigrolineata Fieber 
on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

According to the 1985 code of the ICZN, all of the names given in the synonymy 
above are available, therefore Notonecta minuta Hungerford 1926 is a junior primary 
homonym and must have a new name as given below. 

Whether or not the name Notonecta minuta Gmelin 1790, now shown to belong 
in the genus Sigara, is suppressed, any potential synonymical problem with regard 
to Sigara minuta Fabricius 1794 was eliminated by the suppression of the latter 
name by the ICZN (1988). 
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Notonecta marginata Muller 

Notonecta marginata Muller, 1776:104 (no. 1177). 

Notonecta marginata, Gmelin, 1790:2119 (no. 12). 

Notonecta marginata, Turton, 1801:606. 

Notonecta marginata, Reuter, 1888:282 ( =Sigara coleoptrata Fabricius ?). 
Notonecta marginata, Kirkaldy, 1897:420 (as var. of N. glauca L.). 

Notonecta marginata, Oshanin, 1910:975 ( =Notonecta furcata Fabricius, as var. of 
N. glauca L.). 

Notonecta marginata, Oshanin, 1912:91 (?= Notonecta glauca L.). 

Notonecta marginata, Esaki, 1928:69 (as var. of N. glauca L., following Kirkaldy 
1897, but places species in Corixidae in note 15, p. 75). 

Notonecta marginata, Hungerford, 1934:53 (places in Corixidae, following Esaki). 

Jansson (1986) did not mention this species in his work on Palearctic Corixidae, 
as it has not been clear whether the species belongs in Notonectidae or Corixidae. 
Jansson (pers. comm.) has reanalyzed the original description and the Notonecta and 
Corixidae of Denmark and concluded that Notonecta marginata Muller 1776 and 
Notonecta obliqua Gallen 1787 are synonymous; a discussion is included in a petition 
by Jansson and Polhemus to the ICZN for the suppression of N. marginata Muller 
and conservation of N. obliqua Gallen. 

N. marginata Muller was said by Esaki (1928), followed by Hungerford (1934:53), 
to belong in the Corixidae, however, it seems likely that he misinterpreted the original 
description. Esaki stated that the species description did not agree with any northern 
European notonectid species known to him, but matched all of the common corixid 
forms of Denmark; he also noted that Schiodte (MS notes in Schiodte’s copy of 
Muller 1776 now owned by the British Museum) placed the species as a synonym 
of Corixa hellensi Fallen, a notion rejected by Jansson (pers. comm.). 


Notonecta hungerfordi. New Name 
Notonecta hungerfordi Polhemus, NEW NAME. 

Notonecta minuta Hungerford, 1926:14 (primary homonym of Notonecta minuta 
Gmelin 1790). 

Notonecta minuta, Hungerford, 1934:138. 

Notonecta minuta, Stys & Riha, 1975:167. 

Because this rare species has been cited only three times in the literature including 
the original description, a case cannot be supported for suppression by the ICZN of 
the name Notonecta minuta Gmelin 1790 to preserve Notonecta minuta Hungerford 
1926. I therefore propose the replacement name Notonecta hungerfordi Polhemus.— 
J. T. Polhemus, University of Colorado Museum, 3115 S. York, Englewood, Colorado 
S0110. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I am indebted to Antti Jansson for sharing unpublished findings and critically reviewing the 
manuscript. 



1993 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


433 


LITERATURE CITED 

Esaki, T. 1928. European species of Notonecta. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (10) 2:65-76. 

Gallen, O. 1787. D. D. Museum naturalium Academiae Upsaliensis. Dissert. Part V. Donation 
Thunbergianae 1785, Continuat. Ill, pp. 59-68. 

Gmelin, J. F. 1790. Caroli a Linne, Systema Naturae per regna tria naturae, secundum classes, 
ordines, genera, species, cum characteribus, differentiis, synonymis, locis. Georg Emanuel 
Beer, Lipsiae, Tomus 1, Pars IV, pp. 1517-2224. 

Goeze, J. A. E. 1778. Entomologische Beytrage zu des Ritter Linne zwolften ausgabe des 
Natursystems. Weidmanns Erben und Reich, Leipzig, Vol. 2, lxxii + 352 pp. 

Hungerford, H. B. 1926. Some Notonecta from South America. Psyche 33:11-16. 

Hungerford, H. B. 1934. The genus Notonecta of the world. Univ. Kansas Sci. Bull. 21 [ 1933]: 
5-195. 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 1988. Opinion 1491. Micronecta 
griseola Horvath, 1899 (Insecta, Heteroptera): specific name conserved. Bull. Zool. Nom. 
45:165-166. 

Jansson, A. and J. T. Polhemus. In press. Corisa nigrolineata Fieber, 1848 [currently Sigara 
(Pseudovermicorixa) nigrolineata nigrolineata ] (Insecta, Heteroptera): proposed conser¬ 
vation of the specific name. Bull. Zool. Nom. 

Jansson, A. 1986. The Corixidae (Heteroptera) of Europe and some adjacent regions. Acta 
Entomol. Fennica 47:1-94. 

Jansson, A. and J. T. Polhemus. In press. Notonecta obliqua Gallen, 1787 (Insecta, Heter¬ 
optera): proposed conservation of the specific name. Bull. Zool. Nom. 

Kirkaldy, G. W. 1897. Revision of Notonectidae 1. Introduction and systematic review of 
the genus Notonecta. Trans. Entomol. Soc. Lond. 1897:393—426. 

Muller, O. F. 1776. Zoologiae Danicae prodromus, seu animalium Daniae et Norvegiae 
indiginarum characteres, nomina, et synonyma imprimis popularium. Hallageriis, Hav- 
niae, xxxii + 282 pp. 

Oshanin, B. 1910. Verzeichnis der Palearctischen Hemipteren mit besonderer Beriicksichtu- 
gung ihrer Verteilung im russichen Reiche. Vol. 1, Heteroptera, Part 3, pp. 587-1087. 
Ann. Mus. Zool. St. Petersbourgh, Vol. XIV, 1909. 

Oshanin, B. 1912. Katalog der Palaarktischen Hemipteren (Heteroptera, Homoptera-Au- 
chenorhyncha und Psylloideae). R. Freidlander & Sohn, Berlin, 187+1 (addenda and 
corrigenda) pp. 

Reuter, O. M. 1888. Synonymische Revision der von den Alteren Autoren (Linne 1758— 
Latreille 1806) Beschriebenen Palaearktischen Heteropteren. Druck. Finnischen Littera- 
tur-Gesellschaft, Helsingfors, I & II, pp. 1—458. 

Roemer, J. J. 1789. Genera insectorum Linnaei et Fabricii iconibus illustrata. Henric. Steiner, 
Vitoduri Helvetorum, 86 pp., 37 col. pis. 

Roesel von Rosenhof, A. J. 1775. Der monatlich herausgegebenen lnsecten-Belustigungdritter 
Theil. . . . Niimberg, 8 + 624 + 8 (Register) pp., 101 col. pis. 

Schrank, F. de P. 1801. Fauna Boica. Ingolstadt, Niimberg, Band 2, Tiel 1, viii + 374 pp. 

Sulzer, J. H. 1776. Abgekiirzte Geschichte der lnsecten nach dam Linneischen System. H. 
Steiner u. Co., Winterhur, Teile 1, 27 + 274 pp. 

Stys, P. and P. Riha. 1975. Studies on Tertiary Notonectidae from central Europe (Heter¬ 
optera). Acta Univ. Carol.-Biologica 1973:163-184. 

Turton, W. 1802. A general system of nature through the three grand kingdoms of animals, 
vegetables and minerals. . . . Translated from Gmelin’s last edition of the celebrated 
Systema Naturae. . . . Lackington, Allen & Co., London, Vol. II, 717 + 2 (errata) pp. 

Received 31 July 1991; accepted 1 1 February 1992. 



